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Inspired choice of protagonists ... writing is clear and crisp ... 
use of the historical sources is ingenious. –Steven Saylor, author of 
the series, Roma Sub Rosa and Empire.
The second in the series, The Blood of Caesar, was named a 
Best Mystery of 2008 by Library Journal.
Praise for the books of the series: 

Outstandingly researched and laden with suspense … one of the masterpieces 
of the historical mystery genre. … Highly recommended for all collections.  
–Library Journal starred review

The author brings to the reader the many cultures that were yoked under the politics and power of ancient Rome. ...  The 
colorful characters, both fictional and historical, are well blended to reveal the sordid web of money, greed and ruthless-
ness hidden behind the facade of civilization. One hopes to see Albert Bell’s Pliny again in the future. –Suzanne Crane, The 
Historical Novels Review

Superbly crafted, wonderfully written murder mystery that treats the reader to a thrilling detective story meticu-
lously back-grounded with accurate historical detail. –Midwest Book Review

Wonderful historical mystery set in the Roman Empire during the early Church and St. Luke’s timeframes. ... 
The author, a classicist, helps the reader experience what it was like to live during Roman times. The book provides us 
an education through the author’s superb use of setting and characterizations. Historical figures come alive in his expert 
hands. – Bob Spear, Heartland Reviews: Rating: Five Hearts

Superlative job of leading the reader into his Roman world … The plot “worked”, and the dialogue seemed just right. 
A winner all around! – Margaret F. Baker, Past Tense, of the Historical Mystery Appreciation Society
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